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Soroban contest

Kylee Simpson, a fourth-grade student from Zukeran Elementary
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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Big-
Circle. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest
issue has been posted on the Web. The publication can be
viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.
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Caregiver enjoys contributing to diverse community

This edition’s interview is with
Yuka Fukuchi, a caregiver with
the Ashibina Child Development
Center on Camp Foster.

Editor: How did you become
a child caregiver?

Fukuchi: I studied early
childhood education at a college
in California. The college had
an internship program where
students could work at its affili-
ated preschool while studying for
two years. I worked as a caregiver
one more year after graduation.

I learned English from chil-
dren and other teachers at the
preschool, and that experience
greatly helps me now.

After coming back to
Okinawa, I taught conversa-

tional English to children for

two years before I was hired at
the Camp Foster CDC. I took
care of 2-year-old children at
Chimugukuru, the old CDC,
for almost five years until I was
transferred to Ashibina, which
opened at the end of January
this year. I am now in charge of

children ages 3 and 4.

Editor: How do you like
working at the CDC?

Fukuchi: The American
community is a mix of different
cultures, so it is very interesting.
There are children whose par-
ents are from various countries
such as Mexico and the Philip-
pines. I can learn Spanish or
other languages from children
and their parents.

We teach “being different is

OK” because the children’s eye
and skin color are different here.
That’s something not empha-
sized at the Japanese schools I
went to. I enjoy teaching that
“being different is OK.”

Another difference is that the
American teaching style seems
to focus more on creativity. It
allows children to find what they
want to learn in the environment
provided by teachers.

Working here gives me the
opportunity to learn about dif-
ferent cultures, as well as to teach
Japanese culture to children.

Editor: Did you always love
children even before studying at
the college?

Fukuchi: Yes, I've always
loved children. They sense our

emotion, so if I don’t enjoy be-
ing with them, they don’t enjoy
being with me, either. When 1
need to discipline them, I need
to be serious.

I have to keep all five senses
very keen all the time when I
am in the classroom in order to
pay maximum attention to the
children and ensure their safety,
so I get exhausted at the end of
the day. However, a smile from
a child makes me feel better.
People say that children give
you strength and cheer you up.
It’s true.

I feel very lucky that I found a
job I really like. I want to open
my own preschool after I retire.

Note: The Big Circle fall edition
will include a feature on the child
development center.

www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html
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I enjoy the Big Circle. When reading the Big Circle, I feel better
about the relationship between Okinawa and the United States. I
think there are many Okinawan people who have friendly feelings
toward Americans.

I appreciate the volunteer work Marines do.

Taba, Haebaru Town
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3 '-". Japanese firefighters with the Kin District Fire Department rescue a
g e - mock casualty from the scene of a simulated aircraft accident at Kin
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Japanese emergency responders transport a mock casualty

rescued from a simulated downed aircraft to an emergency

vehicle during the combined exercise at Kin Blue April 25.
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Combined exercise advances
Japan-US coordination

Hiroko Tamaki

Japan and U.S. emergency first respond-
ers conducted a combined downed aircraft
exercise at Kin Blue April 25.

U.S. service members from the Marine
Corps, Army, Navy and Air Force took
part in the exercise. Participants from the
Japanese side included: emergency first re-
sponders of the Okinawa Prefectural Police
Headquarters; Ishikawa Police Station; Kin
District Fire Department Headquarters;
Japan Coast Guard Headquarters; “Doctor
Heli,” a special air ambulance from Urasoe
Sogo Hospital; and the Emergency Re-
sponse Team, an ad-hoc team comprised of
representatives of governmental agencies.

“The purpose of the exercise is to create
a realistic emergency scenario and test our

emergency response capabilities,” said Col.

David W. DeTata, the Okinawa area field
office chief, U.S. Forces Japan. “Exercises
like this foster better communication and
coordination between Japanese and U.S.
responders. We have the opportunity
to see how one another operates while
talking-out issues.”

'The scenario featured a U.S. military

HH ®BICHAMEIC _ FEH
FNE28FTHEYL %
TzEtABBICET LA
bsE2H EmELY 3
n=BlEmEN 4 &
A CH Ic s i& 2
Sz 8 RATEHE N
£ 3B HHE 8K £
T o S5 =E "HpE X%
728 nE@EY-—® N
FOE REFOHL  F
Bilg W A4HE 7
IC D V4 s BEE -
HEh SBEREEN &
NA_THEZIT28BY 5
ferdl- @i BICHEE
R LT AR EE RS
meg CEhEAHERES
232 C=RABREEN
2 Lﬁz;% Ak
@;ﬁﬂﬂ. L\gg\j(é\/wjo
BLE2 NS BZE =X
o 0o BB HE R
AE2 BRafess
0)" Bt C

—b5# HUNRLEHEH
AITE E£B "HiKhH R
b= THEmMELER

FSEMFTDF S AN FIHE ONATEER VIS

I~

aircraft crashing off the installation. Some
of the crew members ejected into the sea
moments before the crash. Four other crew
members went down with the aircraft, four
pedestrians were injured and two people
were trapped in a car damaged by debris.

“This is the seventh year we've had the
annual training,” said Yoshitaka Yamada,
director of crisis management in Okinawa,
cabinet secretariat. “It is very important for
the emergency responders, including those
with the U.S. Forces, to have the train-
ing opportunity so they understand initial
response procedures and philosophy.”

Although the scenario simulated an
aircraft accident, the training is intended to
improve bilateral emergency response capa-
bilities for any crisis on Okinawa.

“When an emergency arises on Okinawa,
it is not a Japanese problem or a U.S. prob-
lem,” said DeTata. “It is our problem, and
we must face the situation together. This
bilateral training helps hone our skill sets
and build our relationships.”

A joint-combined coordination post
was set up during the training to facilitate
information sharing between Japanese and
U.S. responders.
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“In the case of a U.S. military aircraft
accident, it becomes critical for Japanese
and American teams to share informa-
tion,” said Hirotada Okuma, director of
Kin District Fire Department Headquar-
ters. “We need to know how many people
are injured and if the aircraft carries toxic
or hazardous substance.”

The training included rescuing two
aircrew members at sea. One was rescued by
boat, and the other was lifted by helicopter.
Jun Soma, search and rescue planning and
coordination officer with the Japan Coast
Guard Headquarters, said the helicopter
flew to the U.S. Naval Hospital as part of
the training.

“The training provided a good opportu-
nity to exercise emergency response capabili-
ties at land and sea areas,” said Yamada. “It
was also good training to reconfirm how to
cooperate and share responsibilities with the
U.S. forces.”

“We are thankful to the Okinawan
people for their patience, understanding and
contribution to the exercise,” said DeTata.
“We are committed to training opportuni-
ties that help increase our ability to keep the
Okinawan community safe.”
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Hiroko Tamaki

In the past two editions, the Big Circle
highlighted the cooperation between the local
fire departments and Marine Corps Base Camp
Butler Fire and Emergency Services. The sum-
mer edition takes a look at how local Japanese

proudly serve as Marine Corps firefighters.

'The Marine Corps Base Camp Butler
Fire and Emergency Services has 180 fire-
fighters, all of whom are Japanese civilians.
They are organized into two groups of 90
each, taking turns working 24-hour shifts
at various fire stations on Marine Corps
installations throughout Okinawa.

“Unlike the past, firefighters now
need to be capable of conducting not just
conventional fire and rescue operations but
also operations involving extreme situations
and natural disasters,” said Dai Sunagawa,
a fire captain with the MCCB Camp Butler
F&ES Headquarters on Camp Foster. “We

are required to train and learn about how to
deal with toxic substances, radiation, build-
ing collapses and water accidents.”

'The firefighters take part in a wide range
of training to ensure their readiness for any
situation. Some examples include: vehicle
extrication; urban search and rescue, includ-
ing finding persons trapped in a collapsed
building; high-rope rescues; confined res-
cues; hazardous material identification and
water rescues. They also complete weekly
vehicle training using pump and ladder
trucks and rescue vehicles.

In order to enhance one of the most
indispensable skills the Japanese firefighters
use, the Marine Corps provides an English
language course to them.

“In very intense situations, we need
to communicate in English,” said Junya
Miyagi, battalion chief of training. “In a
chaotic circumstance, it is hard to commu-
nicate even in Japanese, but we also have to
be prepared to do it in our second language.”

16 « KE3EG - 20128 ES - www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html
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ent with pride

The six-week English course is designed
to give firefighters confidence in interacting
with their English-speaking community.

“The course makes me realize what I
need to do to improve my English,” said
Yuki Kumazawa, a Camp Foster firefighter.
“It motivates me to study.”

The firefighters of course build strong
bonds and teamwork through the challenges
of rigorous day-to-day training.

“On the actual frontlines of our duty,
we encounter situations that go beyond
our regular training simulation, and that’s
when the teamwork counts,” said Suna-
gawa. “When the team functions well and
achieves its goal, I feel a sense of accom-
plishment and fulfillment. It is a very
rewarding job.” Proof of the firefighters’
professionalism lies in their most recent
accolade. Headquarters Marine Corps rec-
ognized MCB Camp Butler F&ES as the
2011 Large Fire Department of the Year for
the entire Marine Corps.
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American instructor recognized
hy Okinawa Judo Association

Lance Cpl. Kasey Peacock
Hiroko Tamaki

For the first time on Okinawa,
an American was recognized by the
Okinawa Judo Association with an award
for service as an outstanding instructor at
the Okinawa Budokan in Naha April 7.

Paul E. Newman, the deputy camp
commander of Camp Kinser, received the
award for his more than 15 years of expe-
rience as a Judo instructor on Okinawa.
Newman instructs four days a week at
the Kadena Air Base Judo Club and co-
instructs a Saturday and Sunday class at
the Koza Athletic Park.

“Teaching Judo is all I have ever
wanted to do,” said Newman. “It was
something that I excelled at, and I de-
veloped a really strong passion to want to
teach it.”

At the age of 27, Newman tried sev-
eral different martial arts disciplines until
he found Judo. Now 24 years later, he is a
4th-degree black-belt instructor.

“He is a great teacher,” said Kenji

Aguni, Newman’s fellow judo instructor
at the Koza Athletic Park. “Some kids
may be afraid of him because he is tough
on them.”

Children have, however, discovered
Newman’s other side.

“My first impression of Paul-san
was very tough and strict, but then at
Christmas he was very nice and gave us
candies,” said Yuki Enokawa, a 13-year-
old middle school student. “I now think
he is a strict but fun teacher.”

Newman is the first American rec-
ognized with the award by the Okinawa
Judo Association during an annual
meeting in which the members discussed
upcoming events and presented awards.

“It is rare for an American to receive
this honor because of the time com-
mitment it requires to be recognized,”
said Yakei Nakamatsu, vice chair of the
Okinawa Judo Association and the head
instructor of the association’s Okinawa
City branch.

"The award recognizes instructors who

regularly contribute to the association’s

Paul E. Newman, the deputy camp commander of Camp Kinser, instructs students at the Koza Athletic Park in Chatan Town May 19.

events, send students to competitions,
and serve as judges during the competi-
tions consistently over a period of time,
according to Nakamatsu. In all, four
instructors received the award this year
but only one was American.

“I am very proud of my husband for
what he gives back to the community
while instructing,” said Saori H. New-
man, his wife. “He truly is a great role
model to his students and has provided
several opportunities for Americans and
Japanese students to train together.”

Newman brings American chil-
dren and young service members of
the Kadena Air Base club to the Koza
Athletic Park.

“I've made it compulsory for the
KAB club students to come here (Koza
Athletic Park) at least once a week for
practice in order to be promoted to the
higher belt rank,” said Newman.

“He devotes himself to teaching chil-
dren,” said Nakamatsu. “What I admire
about him is that he thoroughly teaches
courtesy and manners.”

' %

Newman was recently recognized by the Okinawa Judo Association with an award as an outstanding instructor. Newman instructs four
days a week at the Kadena Air Base Judo Club and co-instructs a Saturday and Sunday class at the Koza Athletic Park. Jt#& BT O H3EH)
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The 11l Marine Expeditionary Force Band performs at Koza Music
Town in Okinawa City April 6. The band played jazz, funk and
blues, free-of-charge. 4B6H. AV = 1—2 9o TEE
THEZBRRUEETER. P+ X. 7720, TI—-REE
ZWEITHESZ LK.  Photo by Lance Cpl. Alyssa N. Hoffacker

Atsuko Kinjo, inter-cultural coordinator, teaches
Krista Cala, a participant of the origami class, how to
properly construct a hina doll at the Personal Services

Lt. Gen. Kenneth J. Glueck Jr. and Raymond F. Greene place flowers Center on Camp Foster Feb. 27. 2H27H. v »7
in respect for those who died during the Battle of Okinawa while 7 # AY—THY 'ﬁfg 7;(@%57]"%‘7 URS -7
attending a ceremony at Peace Memorial Park in Itoman June 23. —7a /“‘:UEA’T’O)FF Y ﬁé?}’_{-é'f »9=hn
Glueck is the commanding general of Il Marine Expeditionary Force, VFr—A=T 4 R—I—RWEFI A,

and Greene is the U.S. consul general. 6F23H. FH#HT=LE IR P RIS

THRBOEIEICH UIEZETFEITRR - J- IS5y v ohlF
EVLEVE « UU— 488 Photo courtesy of USO

Basketball players of the Kadena Panthers
and Konan High School play a championship
game during the 6th annual Okinawan
American Shootout on Camp Foster Jan. 22.
1R22BIC* v 77 # A9 —Titbhi:
BARNRT Y FAR—IVAEDRBEBETTV
—TBhTFN B —XLEBEEROERE
7=5. Photo by Lance Cpl. Kasey Peacock
== &

e - ra

Colonel Andrew R. MacMannis (left), commanding officer
of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, discusses MEU
capabilities with a member of the Japan Self-Defense
Force during a meeting in the 31st MEU headquarters on
Camp Hansen May 14. 55 14H[CF v TN 20D
EZ BRI (MEV) OFEISEBTITDhESE
T. BEHEEICMEUDEERNICD W TEET FLEERBRE
DT7>RYa—-R-TIT=_RAKE (K) .

Photo by Sgt. Paul Robbins Jr.
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Japan Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba shakes hands with Lt. Gen.

A Marine shows a child from the Nagomi Nursing
Home for Children how to bowl at the Camp Schwab
Bowling Alley April 21. 4H218. F+> 7227
—7DHR—V > JIBTREREBERE S HDFH
CR=U I DIEFEHABBEEE. Photo by
Lance Cpl. Erik S. Brooks Jr.

Soubun Hata, the master of the tea ceremony of
Urasenke Tankokai, offers tea to the participants of

Kenneth J. Glueck Jr., commanding general of Ill Marine Expeditionary the general meeting and charity event of the Okinawa
FOI’fe. on Camp\‘ Eoster Mar_ch 24. 3824 EI; FrTI7FxRY—T International Women'’s Club held at the Naha Terrace
THRR I ISy OpBHLEEFTILRERA—BABAE. Hotel March 5. OIWA donates the funds raised at charity

Photo by Cpl. Justin Wheeler

events to various organizations in Okinawa. 38 5 HIZ
ToN=HEERRAI S TDOEFEEF v+ UT 1 —
ARV NT, BNBICERZIRSES REETRRR
SME = IEZIE.  Photo by Hiroko Tamaki

Marines with the single Marine program’s
Devil Dog team (right) participated in the Naha
dragon boat race at Naha Port May 5. 5A5H.

BBEN—YU—ICBMLEBRER > TIV - <2
V=2 - TAISLDF—A, TEI - Fy
4. Photo by Lance Cpl. Alyssa N. Hoffacker
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Summertime is the season for changes of EIE AIREXRRDEFE T, BBD
military command. It is the occasion when TS BEARDEFEHCEIFTEY I

the commander of a military unit leaves for a LLEISBAD>TBDTT,

new assignment or duty station, and the unit _
receives a new BATIE EHD

commander. C HAN GE OF ZHi3BE 3AKRT
In Japanese IO BEBEND
Workplaces’ em- C OMMMAN t?é*%?ti $'
ployees transfer S
from one section to m%g&ﬂ EDZHilE 6 BITHA
another usually at the end FU.BEOBREXEIT . ZD
of March. However, the FAEEE. AU DD

transition season in the Marine Corps and other _ _ i
U.S. military services typically begins in June I& 6 BITRT L 8 ARICIHEDNDT,

and lasts throughout the summer. The reason BRI DOEICEENT H5HDREICED
for this is primarily because the U.S. school TOWASTT, ZDHSHETEHS
year.ends in June and starts in lat.e August, so CDESBEOTAA G BE 7 BlIEFE
moving during the summer vacation makes the

transition easier for family members. This is ENTLET,

why many changes of command are scheduled HRBICIE 2 0O ALLEDEISEDL S

in Okinawa over June and July. Y. ZFNFNOEEILEEY 2 50

On Okinawa, there are dozens of command-
9 R EEBET S1A Tz
ing officers each usually serving for about two CUBRKTIRBEHZ CDRIDER

years, so the Marine Corps has many change of RRADBVET,
command ceremonies each year. AR E BII TR, EEE
The ceremony starts with an invocation BT S E S FEVA N —Y

and includes presentation of the U.S. national - N
ensign, a march-on, manual of arms and 3 X OMBEBDE NMRRICED

other proceedings that come from centuries- <ERMMTONE T, EZS5RLRHE
old traditions of the Marine Corps. Perhaps DI EYFTL

the most symbolic

. . BIRENSH LWL
is when the unit’s
organizational color, RENEHHOE
or flag, is handed EDFEEINSI5
from the outgoing FTLLS, iBiE
commander to the e o
incoming command- DERERMTSE
er, symbolizing the DTY, NEIE B
transfer of command. EBICRIHLDS
The .playing of the nEd,
Marines Hymn con- N .
cludes the ceremony. HROTLEZD
The local TV news —ATHIFADSE
sometimes reports the O ETTATAE
change qf command 2SS DT 8
ceremonies, although
very briefly. Next time ENET.SE=1
you see the news, pay — AN B
close attention and = TEBE @
you’ll now recognize PR
what is going on. ZLTWBODDN
PHBTLLD,
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Marines host
children,

mothers from
Urawa residence

Cpl. Courtney G. White/Hiroko Tamaki

Service members stationed aboard Camp Courtney
volunteered to spend time with the residents of the
Urawa Single Mothers Residence, accompanying
them to the Camp Courtney bowling center April 28
in celebration of Golden Week.

“It was a great event for the kids because they were
able to get the experience of being around people from
a different country,” said Yumiko Fujii, a student in
Camp Courtney’s English class who volunteered to
assist as an interpreter for the event. “The children did
not hesitate to interact with the American people, and
everyone seemed to be having fun.”

The visit consisted of bowling and pizza and
concluded with a tour of the commissary, said
Ichiro Umehara, community relations specialist
for Camp Courtney.

“Many of the children don’t have their father
around,” said Taiki Chibana, youth counselor for the
residence. “It was a great chance for them to enjoy
interactions (with adults) such as getting a shoulder
ride or piggy-back ride.”

“We had fun,” said Reiko Terukina, a mother who
attended the event. “The children were happy.”

The event was designed to provide the guests with
a little taste of American atmosphere, said 2nd Lt.
Daniel E. English, Camp Courtney operations officer.

Lance Cpl. Rachael D. Wilson, a radio operator with
Communications Company, encourages and assists

a child from the Urawa Single Mothers Residence
while bowling during a visit to the Camp Courtney
bowling center April 28. 4H28H [CF + 7 a— |k
——0R—-V I UGEGNEBTEERIBESR -
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d Chibana. "It was a fresh experience to try
to communicate when we don’t understand each

“We invited the residents of the Urawa Single
other’s language,

Mothers Residence, so they would get the oppor-
tunity to see what goes on aboard a military base,

said English. “They have the chance to experience
“Experiencing the different culture was interest-

”»

Even the language barrier added special flavor
ing” sai

Anmerican culture and see the differences between an
to the event.

American store and an Okinawan store.

Hosting activities where Marines and sailors
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according to Fujii.

“The Marines showed a lot of hospitality, and we

)

”»

“We are guests in (this) country,” said English. “It
appreciate them,” said Fujii.

is important that we maintain a friendly relationship
with our neighbors, and doing events like this helps

to show them we are good people.
This event was a good way to get to know each

creates positive relationships with the local com-
other at a more personal level

interact with the Okinawan community members
munity, said English.
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Cpl. Vincent Rios, an embarkation

specialist with Communications

Company, and children from the Urawa

Single Mothers Residence compare
scores at the conclusion of their game

at the Camp Courtney bowling center

April 28. 4B28H [CF v > 71—
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soroban contest.

Club on Camp Kinser April 30.

dIMBEEES,

(above) Fourth-grader Wawa Eyenga from E.C. Killin
solves math equations using a soroban during the

(k) £323A%2E> THEZREL
ECFUVINERDAFETT - A 22 HE Ao Photo
by Hiroko Tamaki (right) Elementary school students

use sorobans in the 13th soroban contest at the Surfside
(/) 4B30H. F+>~
T+ Y —TITbh/=HE13EEAIEARETHEZH
Photo by Lance Cpl. Kasey Peacock

Students multiply math skills
through Japanese culture

Lance Cpl. Kasey Peacock
Hiroko Tamaki

Competition was fierce as 160 students
from across Okinawa competed in the
13th annual soroban contest at the Surf-
side Club on Camp Kinser April 30.

“The students who participated in the
contest have been learning and practic-
ing their skills on the soroban at school,”
said Martha H. Brown, the Department
of Defense Education Activity Pacific,
Okinawa District superintendent. “The
contest provided an opportunity for
the children to demonstrate what they
learned and, for many, a goal to aim for
in the future.”

'The soroban is presented to students
during regularly scheduled culture classes
taught by Japanese culture teachers at
each DODEA school on Okinawa. Some
culture teachers host a soroban club after
regular school hours.

The League for Soroban Education
of Japan, Inc. hosted the contest in
partnership with the DODEA Pacific
Okinawa District.

“Our goal is to spread soroban education
throughout the world,” said Kenyu Arime,
the president of the league. “We encourage
students to participate in this form of Japa-

nese culture to increase their math skills.”

During the contest, students were
organized by grade into two divisions,
fourth-grade and above and third-grade
and below. The students were tested on
three different mathematical categories:
written, oral and flash.

“The contest offered a chance for stu-
dents to increase their math and fine mo-
tor skills, while developing cognitive skills

to help them with schooling in the future,”

said Mina Ohama, a culture teacher with
Zukeran Elementary School. “Anyone can
use a calculator, but a soroban requires
much more brain power because of the
amount of thinking it requires when solv-
ing an equation.”

During the written portion, students
were allotted five minutes to solve 30
math equations.

The oral test consisted of an instructor
reading a sequence of numbers that the
students added using their sorobans.

'The flash portion was performed with-
out the actual use of a soroban. Instead,
students pictured operating their soro-
bans in their heads while each sequence
of numbers flashed across the projector
screen for a split second.

“I practiced for two and a half years,
four times a week,” said Anthony Laney,

KEGE - 20128 EF - www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html

a fifth-grade participant in the competi-
tion. “It helps you learn and understand a
different culture.”

Throughout all three segments of the
competition, students were encouraged to
do their best despite how difficult some of
the equations were.

“I was impressed with the level of prep-
aration our students showed,” said Brown.
“They performed very well, demonstrated
excellent sportsmanship, and clearly had
fun and enjoyed showing what they had
worked hard to learn.”

Parents were also excited to see their
children learn math and enjoy the Japa-
nese culture.

“Im grateful for the program because
it helps him develop mental math skills,”
said Jennifer Cheney, mother of first-grad-
er Levi Cheney. “We are going back to the
States this summer, but we are going to
buy him a soroban so he can continue.”

Cheney added that Levi likes to prac-
tice at home.

All participants received a medal of
recognition, and trophies were presented
for first and second-place winners in the
oral and flash categories. Students who
completed all 30 equations correctly dur-
ing the written portion were presented
with a certificate.
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Japanese, Amerlcan Scouts

horlzons, build bond - ,.g; .

e

Cpl. Matheus J. Hernandez
Hiroko Tamaki

The Okinawa Council, Scout
Association of Japan and the Boy
Scouts of America held their 21st
Friendship Jamborette March 3 at
the Tamagusuku Youth Center and
Gusuku Road Park.

ing, threc—legged relay race and
rock-paper-scissors.

“My favorite event is the tug-
of-war,” said Karl Johnson, camp
commissioner for the jamborette.
“It’s great when everyone comes

together. (The kids) kind of have i

a fighting spirit, but at the same
time they’re working together as

a team.”

‘The Jamborette is a bilateral

-

’ o A . N - e S
event aimed at promoting interna The two Scoutmg organiza ; . 2 A =y i - : s
tional friendship among Scouts in tions meet on a regular basis for < - L S " i
Okinawa. 'This year’s jamborette seasonal events such as Christ- - 1+, r-:’ S i
theme was “bonds.” mas, Japanese rice cake-pounding . % Japanese and American Scouts run a three-legged

“We’re trying to bond with and hlkmg - . relay race during the 21st Friendship Jamboretteat = ... 1

~+ the Tomigusuku Youth Center and Gusuku Road Park
| March3. 3A3R. F21ETL> TR B e
VL2 RLy FTCZAZHT3HFAET AV AAD

“One of the purposes of these '_ L=

our brother Scouts from Japan and
events is to promote intercultural : Fi

make one'community of Scout-

ing on Okinawa,” said Robbie

McKain, the co-camp director for
the jamborette.

After World War I1, Okinawa’s
Boy Scouts were part of the Boy
Scouts of America until the rever-
sion of Okinawa in 1972 when
they became members of the Scout
Association of Japan. To maintain
the ties between Okinawan and
American Scouts, the biannual
jamborette was created to bring
them together, according to Ken
Nakai, executive vice chairman
of the Okinawa Council, Scout
Association of Japan. Most of the
American Scouts are U.S. status of
forces agreement personnel.

“The jamborette is a very im-
portant event for both Japanese and
American Scouts,” said Nakai. “It
provides an excellent opportunity
for children to understand that re-
gardless of what their color of skin
is or what language they speak,
they are all Scouts and all the same
as human beings.”

The jamborette featured games,
such as tug-of-war, balloon-break-

+20124F B2 - wwtuikanji okinawa smemil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html

communication,” said Nakai. “Ttis " L R=AZAI b, _ o

to experience and learn about each ~
other’s culture.”

Johnson explained how valuable
the exchange with other Scouts was
from his personal experience.

“I grew up as a Boy Scout, and
we did activities with Canadian
Scouts similar to this,” said John-
son. ‘It made me realize that there
was a lot more outin the world
than just living at home and doing
Scouting and campouts at the same
campgrounds.”

Although the rainy weather
did not agree with the plan of the
day, it did not stop the Scouts from
enjoying the overall experience of
the jamborette.

“They may not make a long-
lasting friend here, but it will open
them up to interacting more with
Okinawans and their community,”
said Johnson. “This helps grow
a cooperative culture. It really
expands their horizons. It’s a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity for most

of these kids.”
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Japanese and American Scouts

compete in a game of tug-of-
v war during the 21st Friendship
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Marines read, act-out for youngsters

Hiroko Tamaki

Marines of Camp Foster visited the Misato
Home for Children, spending time with some
of its youngest residents April 25.

After the eight children, ages 1 to 4,
and the six Marines greeted each other, the
Marines took out a children’s book and set up
stage props. As one Marine read the book, the
other Marines acted-out the story.

“This was the first attempt to read and
act-out a story for such a young audience and I
heard some of them are really shy, so I was not
sure how it would go,” said Hiroko Tomimura,
Camp Foster community relations specialist.
“It turned out that they were attracted by the
performance more than I expected.”

Tomoko Kyuna, a staff member with the
home, said the children enjoyed the story.
“(The Marines) used things like soap bubbles
and that kept the children interested,” she said.

When the story was over, the children and
Marines played together.

“It was a little challenging at first due to
the language barrier,” said Lance Cpl. Erika
Duran, a postal clerk with Headquarters
& Service Battalion. “But with the help of
the staft and Hiroko, it ended up coming
together well.”

“Marines have been visiting our home
for nearly 14 years,” said Masanori Higa,
administrative division chief. “They come on
a regular basis to help us with repainting the
facility and mowing.”

Dhue to the planned building renovations,
the home does not require painting or mow-
ing for a while, so instead Tomimura and the
staff decided to give the Marines a chance to
interact with the children.

“I have two nieces and one nephew back
home that I haven't seen in over a year,” said
Cpl. Gianmarco Decastro, a heating and air
conditioning technician with Facilities Engi-
neers, H&S Bn. “Playing with the kids and
reading a book to them made me feel like I was
back home with my nieces and nephew.”

“The visit was amazing. I love connecting
with children and getting to know how difter-
ent cultures go about doing things,” said Lance
Cpl. Jasmine Barrett, a postal clerk with H&S
Bn., who has a 2-month-old son of her own.

Tomimura organized more than 100 visits
last year to local kindergartens, elementary
schools and homes for the disabled in addition
to eight local-area cleanups.

“I have been volunteering with Hiroko since
I got on island last year,” said Decastro. “I enjoy
visiting all the schools and homes for children
that she sets up for the volunteers. It brings
smiles to the kids’ and the locals’ faces when
they see Marines coming to visit.”

“It forms a good and strong bond between
us and the Japanese, whether it be visiting a
home for children, spending some time with
the disabled, or just helping out the commu-
nity,” said Duran. “No matter what, it makes
a difference and that little things you do
always matter.”

Marine units throughout Okinawa make
similar efforts regularly. These efforts include
Camp Schwab Marines visiting the Nagomi
Home for Children and Camp Courtney
Marines inviting the Wai Home for the Men-
tally Challenged in Uruma City to share time

together, as well as many other activities.
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Marines read and act-out
a story for some of the
youngest children of the
Misato Home for Children
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Lance Cpl. Erica Duran plays with
a resident of the Misato Home for
Children April 25. (See story on
page 4) 4H25H. E=LREED
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SUvEER, #ULLIE3IR-V%
208, Photo by Hiroko Tamaki
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Encounter with foreign culture can change life

My first experience interacting with
English-speaking people was when I was
12 years old. I went to Kadena Air Base
and stayed with an American family for a
week over Christmas and New Year’s Day. I
barely spoke any English, but Mr. and Mrs.
Garbett were very nice to me. Their teenage
daughter looked very cool when she was
singing along with the radio broadcast. That
experience made me want to become fluent

in English one day, and I wouldn’t be doing

this job if I hadn’t had that experience.
An encounter with a foreign culture
or people from different countries can
influence, or even change, a person’s life
especially when it takes place at a young
age. It seems that there are relatively more
opportunities in Okinawa to meet different
cultures than even some parts of Japan.
This edition of the Big Circle is a col-
lection of the cultural interactions rang-
ing from a camp-out by young Japanese

and American Boy Scouts to friendship
events where Marines and local children
play together.

I hope such experiences inspire chil-
dren and adults to expand their horizons.
A small encounter can be a first step to
open the door to the world where people of
different races, nationalities and languages
work together to make our community and
world a better place to live.

Hiroko Tamaki
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